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the old man gave him three million cash as he promised without
even telling him his name. Now that he was rich again, his extrava-
gant nature reasserted itself. "I shall never again be poor," he said
to himself, and proceeded to acquire for himself fine horses and
gorgeous clothes and to squander his substance in carousing with
worthless companions in the gay quarters of Changan. He forgot
entirely the necessity of industry and thrift.
In less than two years he had spent his entire wealth and grad-
ually had to dispose of his fine possessions for things of meaner
quality. He gave up his horse for a donkey and was then reduced
to walking on foot. In short, he was again as poor as when the
old man first found him. Again he wandered cold and hungry
in the market place, but this time he had barely begun to utter a
self-pitying sigh when the old man again appeared before him
out of nowhere.
"How extraordinary that you should be like this again," the
old man said to him, taking his hand. "I shall help you again.
How much do you need now?" Tzu-chun was ashamed and did
not answer, and became only more embarrassed when the old
man pressed him to state his needs. Finally the old man enjoined
him to go to the Persian's the following day at noon and when
Tzu-chun did so, swallowing his pride the best he could, he re-
ceived ten million cash from his benefactor.
As he took the money, Tzu-chun resolved to mend his ways
and make prudent use of his wealth, so that beside him even Shih
Ch'ung2 would seem like a pauper, but the money had hardly
passed into his hands when his heart began to feel its corruption.
His profligate ways returned and in two years he was reduced to
a poverty worse than he had ever experienced before.
Again he met the old man at the familiar spot, but Tzu-chun
was so ashamed and embarrassed that he covered up his face and
tried to walk away. The old man caught him by the flap of his
coat and said to him, "It was because I did not give you enough
that you are again reduced to this." He gave him thirty millions
2 Second century AJ>., famous for his love of display, and so hardly a person
EOT a repentant man to emulate.